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How Language Shapes the Way We Think

| e T® | era Boroditsky: How lanquac. X o — O X

[ ]
) Le ra B O ro d I tS ky / Cc 25 ted.com/talks/lera_boroditsky_how_language_shapes_the way_we_think Bg &% 3 = e gHoE 2z
T E D TED Ideas change everything WATCH DISCOVER ATTEND PARTICIPATE ABOUT SIGNIN Q
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(Laughter)

* https:.//www.ted.co
m/talks/lera borodi
tsky how language

shapes the way w

L]
L]
——  they have different vocabularigsg / 14:02
e t h I n k n / e spoken around the world. And all the languages

TEDfwent @D on ®20 Change differ from one another in all kinds of ways. Some
languages have different sounds, they have
different vocabularies, and they also have

> 0112

But now I've just made you think it, through
language.

> 01116

Now of course, there isn't just one language in

HOW Ianguage Shapes the Way we thmk different structures -- very importantly, different
26,414,283 plays @ | Lera Boroditsky | TEDWomen 2017 « November 2017 structures. That begs the question: Does the
(Al adapted from original English recording in partnership with Panjaya Al. Learn more.) language we speak shape the way we think?
Now, this is an ancient question. People have
<{ Share =4 Save Q Like been speculating about this question forever.
Charlemagne, Holy Roman emperor, said, "To
There are about 7,000 languages spoken around the world -- and they all have different sounds, vocabularies have a second language is to have a second
and structures. But do they shape the way we think? Cognitive scientist Lera Boroditsky shares examples of soul" -- strong statement that language crafts
language -- from an Aboriginal community in Australia that uses cardinal directions instead of left and right to reality. But on the other hand, Shakespeare has
the multiple words for blue in Russian -- that suggest the answer is a resounding yes. "The beauty of Juliet say, "What's in a name? A rose by any
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Haviland (1993); Maijid et al (2004) ; Boroditsky & Gaby (2010)




Boroditsky & Gaby (2010); Boroditsky (2011); Fuhrman & Boroditsky (2010)
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Winawer, Witthoft, Wu, Frank, Wade, Boroditsky (2007), PNAS; Thierry et al (2009) PNAS.
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German Feminine
Spanish Masculine

Boroditsky, Schmidt & Phillips (2003).

Masculine
Feminine
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No,

I don’t like kiwis.

el

Don’t you like kiwis?
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